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The hope of divine glory 

 
 

Ephesians 1:17-20, "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlight-
ened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the saints, And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him 
at his own right hand in the heavenly places." 

When Jesus starts to work in our sinful human nature with His Spirit, we shall first be born again of God and 
will experience a divine relationship with Him. Then the first spark of life will be ignited in our sinful nature. 
Thereafter He will baptize us in His Spirit. Generally we then will speak "in tongues" when He has made His 
abode in us. 
Scripture also teaches that He first will come and live in our body. 

1 Corinthians 6:19, "What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?" 

But man does not only exist of a body; he especially is soul and spirit. Thus, God's Spirit must be able to 
take possession of our inward man, and this is a sanctification process. 

1.  The first Work of the indwelling Spirit 
Now the point is that we should put our old nature continually and willingly in the baptism of fire of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ, that our old nature may die at His hand, and the new nature of Christ may grow freely to 
maturity. This is the first work of the indwelling Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 3:11-12, "I (John the Baptist) indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh af-
ter me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, 
and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

This divine fire must purify the threshing floor of our heart of all sin, of al the old, sinful life, of all the chaff 
(the old man), that the pure grain of the new life remain. This is the first work, that the Spirit of God will do 
after the experience of the baptism in the Spirit, if we submit willingly to Him; we must want, desire, this. 

Romans 6:3, "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?" (this applies to the baptism in water as well as the baptism in the Spirit) 
John 16:8, "And when he (the Holy Spirit) is come, he will reprove the world (the worldly mentality, also that of the 
convert) of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgement." 
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This chastening (purification) work of the Spirit must result in our absolute sanctification (see the sixth work 
of the indwelling Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ). 

2.  The second Work of the indwelling Spirit 
He not only wants to cleanse us of sin, He also wants to strengthen us against satan's1 further attacks and 
temptations. 

Ephesians 3:16, "That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man." 

Isaiah 9:5 calls Him "Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God." 

3.  The third Work of the indwelling Spirit 
He also wants to give you new divine life. 

Titus 3:4-7, "But after that the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared, Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regen-
eration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Sav-
ior; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." 
Galatians 5:22, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith." 
Ephesians 3: 17-19, "That Christ (the New Life) may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fullness of God." 

This New Life must grow (as all that lives grows) to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ 
(Ephesians 4:13). (See the fifth work of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.) 

4.  The fourth Work of the indwelling Spirit 
He also wants to share with us His anointing, that we might help Him with the proclaiming of the Gospel to 
the salvation of others. 

Acts 1:8, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be wit-
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth." 

Then He shall give the ones He called ministries and gifts to the edification of His Church, that they might 
help Him therewith, as He Himself will build His Church. These gifts and ministries must increase and result 
in the perfect ministry. In Scripture this is taught in the increase of the talents (Matthew 25:20-23). 

5.  The fifth Work of the indwelling Spirit 
The Spirit will further make His faithful perfect here on earth already. 

Colossians 1:27-29, "To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I 
also labor, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily." 

6.  The sixth Work of the indwelling Spirit 
He shall also sanctify His faithful disciples here on earth that they could sin never again, although living in 
the midst of a sinful and angry generation. 

1 Thess. 5:23, "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the presence (literal translation) of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
1 John 3:9, "Whosoever is born (and bred) of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and 
he cannot sin, because he is born (and bred) of God." 

 
1 We write the word satan not with a capital, as it is not a name, but a word meaning opponent or adversary, accuser. 
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7.  The seventh Work of the indwelling Spirit 
Further the Spirit of Jesus Christ shall glorify His faithful disciples here on earth already; He will clothe them 
both inwardly and outwardly with the glory of the Bride. 

Revelation 12:1, "And there appeared a great wonder in heaven (i.e. the kingdom of heaven, namely the 
Bride[church] here on earth); a woman (i.e. the wife of the Lamb) clothed with the sun (type of the Father), and the 
moon (type of the blood covenant of the Son) under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars (type of 
the Holy Spirit)." 
Romans 8:30, "Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he 
also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified." 
Isaiah 60:1-3, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, 
and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the bright-
ness of thy rising." 

8.  The eighth Work of the indwelling Spirit 
The Spirit of Jesus Christ must also grow in us until we are completely submerged in Him (1 Corinthians 
12:13). 

Ezekiel 47:1-5, "Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold, waters issued 
out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the east, 
and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house, at the south side of the altar. 
Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way without unto the ut-
ter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on the right side. And when 
the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he 
brought me through the waters; the waters were to the ankles. Again he measured a thousand, and 
brought me through the waters; the waters were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and 
brought me through; the waters were to the loins. Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river 
that I could not pass over: for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed 
over." 

9.  The ninth Work of the indwelling Spirit 
He is given to us by the Father as an eternal indwelling Friend, Counselor, and Lord. 

John 14:16, "And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever." 

Isaiah 9:5 calls Him "Wonderful, Counselor, everlasting Father". 
 

 
By E. van den Worm 
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